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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AND ANOTHER EMPLOYEE
OF BROOKSVILLE HOUSING AUTHORITY
CHARGED WITH STEALING GOVERNMENT FUNDS

Tampa, Florida - United States Attorney Paul |. Perez today announced the
unsealing of two separate indictments, charging employees of the Brooksville Housing
Authority with the theft of government funds. The first indictment charges BETTY
CHANDLER TRENT, the Executive Director of the Brooksville Housing Authority with five
separate counts. The second indictment charges JOE ANN BENNETT, the project
manager of the Brooksville Housing Authority, with six separate counts.

Each of the defendants is charged as follows: count one - conspiracy, count two
mail fraud, count three - theft concerning programs receiving federal funds, count four
false claims, and count five - theft of public money. In addition, JOE ANN BENNETT is
charged in count six with falsification of records in a federal investigation. The maximum

penalties for these charges are as follows:
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Supervised
Count Imprisonment Fine Release
One 5 years $250,000 3 years
Two 20 years $250,000 5 years
Three 5 years $250,000 3 years
Four 5 years $250,000 3 years
Five 10 years $250,000 3 years
Six 20 years $250,000 5 years

The case was investigated by the Office of Inspector General, United States

Department of Housing and Urban Development in conjunction with the Federal Bureau

of Investigation. The case is being prosecuted by Assistant United States Attorney Robert

E. O'Neill.

An indictment is merely a formal charge that a defendant has committed a violation

of the federal criminal laws, and every defendant is presumed innocent until, and unless,

proven guilty.
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